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BEES IN THE NORTHWEST TERRITORIES

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES BEE MONITORING PROJECT

Bees are important to us in lots of ways! In Canada, bees provide over 52
billion worth of pollination services to commercial crops every year'. Bees
also pollinate many of our favourite wild food plants, like blueberries and
cranberries®. Bees play a really important role in natural ecosystems and
contribute to native biodiversity. Did you know that in the Northwest Territories, there are at least 108
spe-cies of bees3? That’s a lot of bee-odiversity!

Unfortunately, bees in Canada and around the world are struggling. Threats
like climate change, habitat loss, pesticide use, and pathogens contribute to
declines in bee populations?®. Three bee species that occur in the Northwest
Territories are now listed as at risk in Canada: the western bumble bee, yel-
low-banded bumble bee, and gypsy cuckoo bumble bee?. Little is known about the status of many of our bee
species in the Northwest Territories®.

What’s the buzz about bees?

Threats and population trends

To help us learn more about bees in the Northwest Territories, the Depart-
ment of Environment and Natural Resources is monitoring bees during the
What are we doing about it? B summer months. Traps will be set in multiple locations in and around Yel-
lowknife. The traps, called blue vane traps, are coloured to attract bees and
other pollinators (see photo below). Traps are set for one week each month and then all collected bees will
be identified. This work will help to monitor bee populations and improve our understanding of how they’re
doing here.
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If you see one of our traps, please do not disturb it. ‘
If you would like more information on this project, please email Y
sara@gov.nt.ca. For more information on bees in the NWT, please see:

www.enr.gov.nt.ca/en/services/insects-and-spiders/bees
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