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Each regional range plan will include a plan for monitoring boreal caribou
and their habitat, which will help us better understand how well the plans
are working. The range plans will be revised every 10 years and a mid-term
review will allow for adjustments or corrections in response to changing
conditions.

Conclusion:

By incorporating traditional, local and scientific knowledge into range plans,
we can all play a vital part in helping to ensure a healthy and sustainable
boreal caribou population in the NWT for future generations.
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BOREAL CARIBOU
RANGE PLANNING
FRAMEWORK
What is the Boreal Caribou Range Planning
Framework?
The Framework is a guide for developing individual regional range plans that
will manage natural and human habitat disturbance for boreal caribou in the
Northwest Territories (NWT).

Why do we need range planning?

Boreal caribou are in serious decline in some parts of Canada, and are a
threatened species under the federal and territorial Species at Risk Acts.
The NWT population of boreal caribou is currently considered to be secure
overall, but range plans are important to maintaining a healthy population
into the future.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!
We need your input to help develop a final Framework for boreal caribou
range planning in the NWT.
In person:

Check with your local ENR office for times/dates of community meetings
near you.
By mail:

Government of the Northwest Territories
c/o James Hodson, Wildlife Biologist

Wildlife Division, Environment and Natural Resources
P.O. Box 1320, Yellowknife, NT X1A 2L9
By email:

2019
through
2022

Develop
Regional
Range
Plans

Boreal_caribou_rangeplan@gov.nt.ca
Online:

Visit www.enr.gov.nt.ca for more information.

External factors such as habitat disturbance from industrial development and
forest fires can negatively impact the health and survival of boreal caribou
populations. Range planning is necessary to ensure at least 65 per cent of the
NWT range is maintained as undisturbed habitat.

Factors to consider:

The range plans will focus on managing habitat disturbance
from fire and industrial development to ensure there
is adequate habitat to maintain a healthy and sustainable
population of boreal caribou.
Other issues affecting boreal caribou, such
as harvest, research and monitoring, will be
collaboratively addressed through the implementation
of the NWT Boreal Caribou Recovery Strategy.

English, Latin and Indigenous names for Boreal Caribou:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Woodland Caribou (boreal population)
Rangifer tarandus caribou
Medzih
tądzıé
Tǫdzı
Tuktut

•
•
•
•
•

sakaw atihk
εtthεn
Tuttut
Mbedzih
Vadzaih

REGIONAL RANGE PLANS
WHAT WILL THE FRAMEWORK CONTAIN?
Consideration:
Boreal caribou require large areas of undisturbed habitat to spread out and avoid predators.
Six distinct plans will be developed for: Yukon, Inuvialuit, Gwich’in, Sahtú, Wek’èezhı̀ı and the
Southern NWT regions.

How much habitat disturbance is acceptable for boreal caribou in
each region?
Consideration:
Regional disturbance thresholds will address the uneven distribution of fire and human habitat
disturbance across the range. These will include long-term (50-year) limits for total habitat
disturbance (human-caused plus fire) and thresholds for human habitat disturbance.

How will habitat disturbance be managed in each region?
Consideration:
Caribou habitat in each region will be assigned to Basic, Enhanced and Intensive management
class areas. The location of these areas, and the proportion of each region assigned to each
management class, will depend on:
• The amount of current human disturbance;
• Anticipated fire disturbance;

• Traditional, local and scientific knowledge about the importance of different areas for boreal
caribou and;
• Existing land protections and development interests.

What management actions are proposed?
Consideration:
Specific management actions for fire and industrial development will be proposed for each of the
three management classes. More stringent management actions will be applied in the Enhanced
and Intensive management areas to help ensure that the amount of undisturbed habitat is
maintained or increased over time.

Tools for implementing management actions:
Consideration:

The range plans will identify how existing land use plans, legislation and regulations will be used
to implement the management actions. In some areas, new legal or policy tools may need to be
used to implement management actions.

The “Combined” disturbance footprint is the total, non-overlapping footprint of fire and human disturbance. It is
not simply the sum of the fire and human disturbance footprints added together.

