
Commercial Fishing  

By David Grioux 

My name is David Grioux and I am from Fort Resolution. My dad and I used to go commercial fishing at 
Simpson Islands. We always left in July and fished all summer. 

When we leave our community we load the boat with our guns, fishing nets, fishing hooks, fishing clothes 
(including gloves), tools, parts for the outboard motor, stoves (propane and gas), wood, lamps, a tent, 
groceries, plywood (2x4's) and a flashlight. 

As you can see, there is quite an outlay before you start and have to catch enough fish and get a good price 
to make it worth your while. 

Simpson Islands are about 80 miles northeast of Fort Resolution. There are many island and the water is 
clear. You can catch all kinds of fish there - northern pike, whitefish, pickerel, trout and inconnu. 

Once the nets are set we visit them every two days. If you don't, the fish will die and have to be thrown 
away. 

The fisheries officers have the responsibility of making sure the lake doesn't get fished out. Quotas are set 
on different lakes and when the fishermen take the fish to market the fisheries officers will how many have 
been taken so far. Once the quota for that lake has been reached, fishing stops. The fisheries officer also 
checks that the nets have a mesh size no less than 5.5 inches so that the smaller fish can escape to grow 
bigger and spawn. 

That is how we make sure there will be fish in the lake for years to come. 

 



 

 

 


