
Author Guidelines
Purpose
The purpose of the NWT Environmental Research Bulletin (NERB) is to 
help bridge the communication gap between researchers and the public by 
providing a venue for scientists and social scientists to explain their findings in 
a brief, plain language context. The NERB can be used by researchers who are 
conducting environmental research in the NWT, with the target audience being 
the residents of the NWT. As a summary of research findings or concepts, the 
NERB will also be useful to northern resource decision- makers.

To make the NERB as useful and consistent as possible, authors are asked to 
follow the format outlined below. These documents will also be peer-reviewed 
by internal and external experts, citable, and made publically available through 
the NWT Discovery Portal. 

Overall layout
• �2 pages only in Word format (use the attached “Sample Bulletin Content”  

as a template)

• �Attach at least two relevant photos and/or figures (1MB >2MB). Make you have 
the photographer’s consent to use the photo, as well as the permission of any 
people in the photo.

• �Write the text, including captions, in plain language. Include a reference section 
if required—for example, a state of knowledge review—but do not include 
citations in text.

• �As submissions will be peer-reviewed, please suggest at least one reviewer of 
your work. 

NWT Cumulative 
Impact Monitoring 
Program (NWT CIMP) 

A source of environmental 
monitoring and research 
in the NWT. The program 
coordinates, conducts, and 
funds the collection, analysis 
and reporting of information 
related to environmental 
conditions in the NWT.

NWT Environmental 
Research Bulletin 
(NERB) 

A series of brief plain 
language summaries of 
various environmental 
research findings in the 
Northwest Territories. 
If you’re conducting 
environmental research in 
the NWT, consider sharing 
your information with 
northern residents in a 
bulletin. These research 
summaries are also of use  
to northern resource 
decision-makers.
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1. Title  
	 • �Provide a short, catchy, descriptive title in  

plain language

2. 	Summary 
	 • �Provide a summary of key findings/ main points  

(3-4 bullets or sentences )

3. Why is this research important? 
	 • �Present the rationale for the work  

(1-2 bullets or sentences)

4. What did we do? 
	 • �Provide a general, high-level description of 

methods (1-2 bullets or sentences)

5. What did we find? 
	 • �Briefly describe key findings and results  

(3-4 bullets or sentences) 

6. What does this mean? 
	 • �Describe the applicability of the results to 

northerners, particularly environmental 
regulators, Aboriginal organizations, and 
community members (3-4 bullets or sentences)

7. (Optional) What do we do next? 
	 • �If applicable, describe key next steps, their 

importance, and relevance to northerners  
(1-2 bullets or sentences)

8. (Optional) Information box 
	 • �If applicable, provide definitions or explanation 

of concepts that provide relevant background 
information (1-2 bullets or sentences) 

9. Contacts 
	 • �Identify Project Lead name, organization, and 

email address; and/or

	 • Identify organization and email address

10. References and citations  
	 • �References should be listed in the following 

sample style:

	� Pienitz, R., Smol, J. P., and Lean, D. R. 1997. 
Physical and chemical limnology of 24 lakes 
located between Yellowknife and Contwoyto 
Lake, Northwest Territories (Canada). Canadian 
Journal of Fisheries and Aquatic Sciences. 54: 
347-358.

	 • �Citations with the NERB should be (Pienitz  
et al. 1997).

	 • �If your bulletin is based on a published study 
or paper, provide the paper citation, and web 
link if possible.

	 • �If your bulletin is based on a review of multiple 
papers, post a list of the citations on the NWT 
Discovery Portal and provide the link in this 
section.

Sections to be completed

When submitting, please make sure that you provide:

• �Your summary of research in Word format  
(.doc or .docx)

• Two photos/figures (1MB >2MB).

• �Contact information of a peer for review, to 
nwtcimp@gov.nt.ca

For further information or comments,  contact 
Meredith Seabrook at (867) 767-9233 ext. 53086  
or nwtcimp@gov.nt.ca 
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