The Ways of My Grandparents
By Lorraine Fabien

The way | learned to do things was from watching and helping my grandmother. When | was young she
used to say, "Come and watch me, come and learn."

| used to want to go and play with my friends but | became more interested in what she was doing when she
let me do things by myself.

At first | just hung the fish to dry and helped make the fire in our smoke house. Then | went on to learn how
to gut the fish and cut them for drying.

I like skinning hare, plucking ptarmigan, and | really enjoy helping tan a moosehide.
| have learned a lot about the ways of my grandparents and now | am glad for that knowledge.

My grandmother is getting old and now she needs my help.

Setsuné Chu Setsié Chu T'at’u Nahedhér

Setsuné t'at'u 2eghalana hasm t'4 2asi heresdén. Seghay la hi le ka ~asélm-u,
*Sotm, bet'd ~asi herilldén xasy’.

Sets’émikw xél 7abit’as senchzthér yisthén huli, sy xaré sasi ghalasna sasithén
2aja-u hegha simé duwé.

T’atthe beba luwe hegén xa danash-u, lér kuésaze ba hurilk’én m. 7ey1 thigh-u,
luwe sézm-u tth'1 #elddhay darizt’ath »aja.

(Gah sezm-u, k'asba tth'i sez9i-u simié. Denidhéth beyiretth'e déne ts'ézm tthh
begha smié.

Setsuné chu setsié chu t'at’'u nahede gha »asi ta huresdén begha simé.

Setsiné du beghay fa 24ne-u dy bets'ézni xa sedinéalt: sat’e.

— Chipewyan



