e
2
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Distribution and Hosts

Yellow-bellicd sapsuckers {(Spnmarcis e
warins L) attack only living trees. In forestod
areas they have boen observed feeding on a
wide variety of deciduous and coniferous
species. In prairie and urban arcas where
trees are planted for ormamental and shelter-
beelt purposas, they scem to prefer birches,
Blue spruce, Soots pine, and Siberian elm,

Symptoms and Damage

The adult birds cawse damage by pecking
harizontal rows of regularly spaced, small,
oval-te-squarish holes through the bark to
the sapwoeod, Unlike other wood peckers,
sapsuckers do not drill these holes in search
of grubs or worms onowhich to feed, Instead,
the birds use their short, brushlike tongues
to drink the sap that ooses into the holes,
They also eat the outer wood lavers. As one
row of holes becomes div, another row is
drillsd, and =0 on. Rows of holes may extend
for some distance up the trunk and heavier
branches a t.l‘-.Lrhdp:ﬂl trov, Injury is usually
must pronounced in the spring and early
summer when sap pressurne is greatest

Damage varies considerably, depending on
the persistence of attack. Lightly attacked
trees usually make a complete revovery, On
the ather hand, branches girdled with sev-
eral rows of holes are often permanently
damaged, and smaller troes or tops of troes
may be killed by severe attack in several suc-
cessive yvears, Harmiful insects and disease
rpganisms may enter the toee by way of
these holes, resulting in secondary damage.
The characteristic holes made hy s-.np:..uckl_‘.";
and the subsequent staining or discoloration
of the wood can be recognized many vears
alter the attack.

Causal Agent

Thie yellow-bellied sapsucker is a small (20-
23 em) migratory member of the wood-
pecker family that is present throughout the
surmmer. Although colors vary between indi-
vidual birds, sapsuckers are readily idengi-
fied by a long white stripe down their closed
wings that is visible when they are perched
o a teest, The matune mabe has a red crown
and throat, both bordered with black, and
the mature female has a smaller red cronn
and a white throat. Both have white bands
above and below the eve extending onto the
neck, a black patch on the breast, and a vel-
lovwish white abdomen., Young birds in juve
nile plumage appear brown and have no
black breast patch, but like the adults they
have the long white wing ma rk_|_|1,h\._

Sapsuckers wsually nest in holes well abeve
the ground in the heartwood of dead or
partly dead trecs located within easy flying
distance of their selected feeding ground.
Three to seven white eps are lnid per nest.

Each pair of birds establishes a territory onto
which other sapsuckers do not trespass, and
if tha: territory is productive a pair may re-
turm year after vear o the saime location
About 50% of the sapsucker’s diel is come-
pused of sap and sapwood; the other S0%
consists of wild beeries and fruits, and the
flying insects attracted to the sap u\'udinﬂ
from the holes drilled in the trees

Prevention and Control

The yellow-bellied sapsucker, like most
other birds, is protected under The Migra-
tory Birds Convention Act. [t may not be
killed or captured or its eggs destroved. Seri-
oars damage can be provented to some extent
by placing noisemakers and frightening
devices (Mutters) in affected rees. Another
effective treatment consists of wrapping the
damaged arcas of individual trees with

strips of burlap or other protective material
andd leaving the wrapping in place from
April until late summer when the binds ane
kst active
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