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Mr. Speaker, | would like to take a moment to announce the successful launch of three
new programs that are helping consumers all over the territory to be more energy
efficient, save money and reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

The Energy Efficiency Incentive Program was launched July 6th as part of a three-
program initiative. It is a $750,000 program that provides rebates to residents and
businesses that purchase energy efficient models of the products and appliances we
use every day. These include snowmobiles, outboard motors, woodstoves, pellet
stoves, furnaces and other appliances, as well as vehicles and home renovations. The
program is delivered through a partnership with the Arctic Energy Alliance.

In the first month of the program, we received almost 60 completed applications for
rebates from 10 different communities. To date, more than $13,000 in rebates have
been approved. Applications are coming in at a rate of three or four a day and the
number of applications continues to grow. The feedback from retailers has been
excellent and they report sales of energy-efficient products have grown.

W e expect a surge in applications with the reinstated EnerGuide Program, doing home
audits again and with the fall heating season upon us. This program is one way the
Department of Environment and Natural Resources is encouraging residents and
businesses to make home energy efficiency a part of their everyday lives.

The Alternative Energy Technologies Program and the Energy Conservation Program
are two other ways my department encourages energy efficiency. The firstis a
$300,000 program, designed to encourage communities, businesses and residents to
monitor local wind regimes and install renewable energy technologies like solar panels,
wind turbines and ground source heat pumps. This program has received considerable
interest and we can expect to see more alternative energy installations around the
territory.

The Energy Conservation Program provides $200,000 in contributions to community
governments and non-profit organizations annually for energy-efficiency projects such
as retrofitting buildings and replacing boilers and streetlights.

In addition to these programs, Mr. Speaker, the Department will begin working with
retailers in the fall of 2007 to promote the use of the new generation of compact
fluorescent light bulbs.

We want to encourage NWT residents to use these programs. Members of the



Legislative Assembly should promote these programs in their constituencies. With
increased promotion, these programs will be able to reach their full potential in saving
people money, energy and greenhouse gas emissions.



